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ask the expert

colour your world north america’s unique

Chestnut Hambletonian winner,
Back on March 1, 2007, Steven Blizzard of Fairfax, Virginia asked: Yankee Paco

‘ ‘ s there an industry bias

against chestnut horses?

Dean Hollman, former editor of Hegf” Beats and author of
several harness racing books replicd, “OF course there is a
prejudice against chestnuts. Very much so.

Chestnut Little Brown Jug

- winner, P Forty Seven
“Caarter Duer, one of the best horsemen ever in this spont, once _

told me that “Every chestnut yearling that ever walked
into a sale ring was penalized,” Holliman wld Trof fusider,

Ead Lennox, racing expert, echoed Holfman's sentiments.
“There is definitely a chesinut bias, Reasons | can think of are

that they have thinner more sensitive skin, and usually the hool

quality is poorer than a black foo1,” said Lennox.

HedfTman said he believes the bias stems from the Bact that there

are s0 few chestnuts in the standardbred breed.

“That's led to very few chestnut stars,” he noted. “Only two
Hambletonian winners sinee 1926 have been chestnut, and one
wiis Yankee Paco in 2000,

“Bret Hanover (a bay) sired two chestnut Little Brown Jug winners
in Strike Oue (1972) and Melvins Woe (1973

Both Hoffman and Lennox noted that there have been many
successful thoroughbred chesinus,

In addition, HolTman pointed out that not evervone is alraid of
having a chestnut,

“Doug Melntosh is a sharp horseman and Yankee Paco’s colour
didn't deter him from buying a future Hambo winner, He felt that
the colour was just the exterior and 1t was the structure and heant

of a horse that really count.” D i d yn' U kn oW

**They paint them alter they make them,” 1 recall Doug saving, So bt 2 S T

il" the right horse came along, Doug wouldn't care i’ the horse

Currently, in North America,

were purple or green, Other trainers would, and Doug would be .
able to buy his purple or green horse at a substantial discount.” standardbreds can be reg istered

with seven different colours:
Bay, Brown, Black, Grey,
14 TROT MARCHMARS 2008 Chestnut, Roan & White




